
 

 

Pend Oreille Basin Commission Meeting MINUTES- DRAFT  

June 7, 2011 from 12 pm until 3 pm 

Panhandle Health District Conference Room, 322 Marion Street 

Commissioner’s present: Ford Elsaesser, Linda Mitchell, Craig Hill, Brent Baker, Ben Conard, Erin Mader 

(Coordinator) 

19 in audience 

12:10 pm – Commence meeting 

Ford Elsaesser welcomed everyone to the meeting and explained that partial POBC funding from the 

state had been restored. 

Board voted to accept the 3/20/12 Minutes.  Craig made the motion and Brent seconded it. 

Bob Steed, Idaho Department of Environmental Quality (IDEQ), presented on the development of the 

Priest tributaries Watershed Advisory Group (WAG). 

Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs) were developed in 2003 for some tributaries entering the Priest 

system.  Additional streams with temperature impairments were added after that.  The next step to the 

implementation process is to decide whether the temperature variations are naturally caused or the 

result of human impact.  The WAG group is not formed yet (exact members have yet to be assigned).  

The group that is showing up for the meetings is concerned that many issues will come to a vote 

decision and they want to know that all sides will be represented fairly. 

Questions from the Commission and the public led to these points: 

- Temperature criteria are being exceeded all over Idaho.  The standards are set from preferred 

hatchery standards.  Shade cover is evaluated and if it is sufficient for the environment then 

nothing is done and IDEQ is legally covered, but if the shade is insufficient then an 

implementation plan is created to increase vegetative cover.    

- So far the meetings have just been informational.   

- Funding for implementation projects is limited and mostly comes from the 319 program.   

- Kootenai Tribe would like to be represented on the WAG. 

Bob Steed presented on the delisting of the Pend Oreille River. 

In 2009 IDEQ monitored 11 stations on the Pend Oreille River for total phosphorus, epiphytic and 

periphytic algae along the Pend Oreille River.  In 2002 the river was listed for temperature, total 

dissolved gas, and sediment.  In 2008 sediment was removed and total phosphorus (TP) was added due 

to monitoring results provided by the Tri-State Water Quality Council.  This listing locked up any 

possibility for Southside Sewer District to discharge into the river which led to the 2009 data collection 

by IDEQ.  In 2010 the TP listing was removed which led to a number of challenges.  IDEQ has committed 



 

 

to doing further monitoring this summer.  Lake Pend Oreille Waterkeeper (LPOW) recently submitted a 

letter of intent to EPA to sue over the delisting of the river.   

IDEQ approves permits for dischargers and it is unclear how the change in this listing will change the 

permit requirements for the dischargers.  EPA and IDEQ need to figure out what concentrations of TP to 

allow to be discharged.  Discharge can increase with increased treatment.   A future TMDL, if written, 

will have to leave room for future growth in the area.   

Questions led to these points: 

- It is hard to compare these TP levels to other waterways.  It is not fully understood how much TP 

is needed to support the food chain while not leading to pollution. 

- 12 mg/L TP is the action level that is set for the nearshore area of Lake Pend Oreille and is the 

standard generally referred to for the river. 

- There were a number of data sources used to evaluate the 2010 removal of the TP impairment 

on the river.   

- Water levels should be considered in deciding which years to monitor. 

- There appears to be increased periphytic algae growth around the Whiskey Rock area.   

Kody Van Dyke, City of Sandpoint Public Works, talked about the Sandpoint wastewater treatment 

facility. 

The Sandpoint wastewater treatment facility was originally located at the Third Street pier and has been 

at its current location since the 1940s.  The facility struggles with inflow quantities during high flow 

times, generally in April and November.  It has a treatment capacity of 4.5 million gallons of inflow a day, 

but they generally have a yearly peak around 6 million gallons.  Woods accepts solids from the facility 

that are applied to their fields.  The plant is thinking about using lagoons in the future and is concerned 

with keeping its rates fair for users.   

In 2007 to 2008 numerous upgrades were done to the system including lining sewer lines to keep extra 

inflow out which cost $3,000,000 to reduce 10 million gallons of peak flow to 6 million gallons.  They 

also added a dechlorination method to treated water.  This is expected to increase capacity for about 15 

years.   

The City of Sandpoint bought a 35 acre parcel along Great Northern Road between Baldy Road and Main 

Street as a future plant site. This property was purchased because the listing of the Pend Oreille River 

for TP led to the belief that treatment would have to be increased which would require more space.  The 

preferred discharge location would be Chuck Slough although it could continue to be the current 

location.  They expected to have to go to an advanced tertiary treatment.  The delisting of the river is 

changing the current outlook for this site.   

Sandpoint is about to install a generator to produce power from the methane created from waste from 

Lighthouse and also possibly Laughing Dog Brewing.   



 

 

The Pend Oreille Clean Water Association (POCWA) was formed to discuss regionalization although this 

will probably not happen until there is a crisis for the treatment facilities.  Sagle Sewer is interested in 

piping their waste to the Sandpoint facility for treatment.   

Questions led to these points: 

- It is still not clear how delisting of the river will affect permits for dischargers on the river.   

- Regionalization does not necessarily mean one plant, but instead one management meaning 

savings for all of the plants. 

Tom Woolf presented on the 2012 season of the Idaho Department of Agriculture (ISDA) aquatic 

invasive species programs. 

The prevention part of the ISDA program involves 15 boat wash stations that are focused on mussels 

and funded by the sticker and milfoil programs.  The “Clean, Drain, and Dry” message is directed at 

keeping boats clear of all non-native species including plants, mussels, pathogens, and more.   In 2011 

25 boats with mussels were intercepted traveling through Idaho.  So far in 2012 42 boats have been 

intercepted.  The mussels are sometimes live and sometimes dead.  ISDA does not want any mussel 

material in our waters because ISDA tests and surveys for mussel DNA and bodies. 

The milfoil program has treated over 12,000 acres in the state since it began.  There is still no milfoil in 

Eastern Idaho.  There are potential treatments planned in 2012 for Pend Oreille, Priest Lake, Cocolalla 

Lake, Hayden Lake, Lake Coeur d’Alene, and Payette Lake.   

About 8,000 acres have been treated on Pend Oreille since 2006.  With diminishing funds treatments are 

now being focused on high use areas.  The surveys will be done in late June or early July for this year’s 

treatments.   The City of Sandpoint declined ISDA funded chemical treatment in the Windbag and at City 

Beach.  ISDA will still offer guidance to the project, but not funds for alternative treatments that are 

chosen to be used.  Priest Lake is still considered an Early Detection/Rapid Response water body which 

allows funds to be used for all control methods.  Last year there were over 20 acres treated and divers 

located and pulled plants for 30 days.  The divers will be used again this season. 

There were over 70 waterbodies surveyed in 2011 for mussel plankton, plants, and invasive 

invertebrates.  Curly leaf pondweed is another highly distributed invasive aquatic plant, but there is no 

funding available for its treatment.   Flowering rush is found in Pend Oreille and is spreading towards the 

Columbia River.  It outcompetes most other plants.  Since it was discovered in 2007 there has been a 

ten- fold increase in plants in the Clark Fork logyard area.  The research that was done in the logyard 

area has shown little to no effective treatment methods on flowering rush.   Asian clams were identified 

in Lake Pend Oreille this year.  They generally cause problems in low nutrient systems including nutrient 

condensation which can lead to algal blooms.  There were about 3 acres of clams found by Bonner and 

Boundary County dive teams.  They can move in bilge water and mud.  They have been found 

downstream of Albeni Falls Dam in the past and all finds should be reported.  The Virile crayfish is an 

invasive crayfish that was found this year.  They probably came from upstream where they have been 



 

 

found in the past.  They can increase nutrients in the system through digging and they have bumpy 

claws unlike native crayfish. 

Questions led to these points: 

- If mussels were found in a small area ISDA would probably curtain off the area and treat with 

copper sulfate which impacts other invertebrates and fish and may leave a residue locked in the 

sediment.   

- Triclopyr (chemical used on milfoil) generally degrades within 4 to 5 days of application. 

- Didymo (rock snot) is found in some spots around the basin.  It is not a state listed invasive 

species, but it is mapped when populations are found because its habits appear to be changing 

around the world. 

- There are no known biocontrols for the mussels.  Nothing can eat them fast enough.  There is a 

bacteria that kills dressnid mussels (zebra and quagga mussels), but it does not have 100% 

efficacy.   

- There are studies that show that weevils can damage milfoil and there are studies that show 

that they do not.  ISDA still feels that they are a research agent and not considered a control 

method. 

- Inspection stations will impound and hot water wash mussel infested boats.  This includes 

flushing the motor system with hot water.   They cannot hold boats headed to other states, but 

they do notify the other state.  They hot water wash boats with milfoil on them. 

- The state uses microscopy to analyze plankton tows, not DNA analysis. 

Jim Fredericks, Idaho Department of Fish and Game (IDFG), presented about change in management 

of the Priest Lake fishery for the next five year plan. 

Currently Priest Lake is managed for trophy lake trout and the Upper Lake is managed for native fish.  

IDFG has found that lake trout on Priest mainly feed off of Mysis shrimp which allows for a healthy 

population, but not trophy sized fish.  IDFG does not feel that they can keep a consumptive harvest on 

kokanee while maintaining the lake trout population.  IDFG feels that the netting program on the upper 

lake is unsustainable and too much of an endless investment. 

IDFG is considering two options for future management of the Priest fishery.  These options include 

stopping all management and allowing lake trout to dominate both lakes or implementing a lake trout 

suppression program allowing a diverse fishery to build.  The second alternative would take significant 

funding, but they believe a diversified fishery would increase angler use on the lakes although there 

would be a significant period where there were very few fish at all.  The public showed consistently split 

desires over all of the surveying that IDFG did. 

The next step is going to be to collect data over the next five years including lake trout growth rates, 

angling harvest rates, kokanee numbers, nutrient dynamics, funding options, and continuing to monitor 

the efforts on Pend Oreille.  IDFG would also like to form a stakeholder group to help make decisions 

based off of data collected.   



 

 

Questions led to these points: 

- IDFG will consider lifting limits on lake trout during the next rule making session in 2015, but 

they are afraid that lifting all limits without a slot limit would lead to even smaller lake trout.   

- Small mouth bass came into Priest in early 2000s probably from a live well. 

- A commercial fishery does not seem too profitable. 

Mike Thom, US Forest Service (USFS), discusses with the Commission options for shower facilities at 

USFS campsites on Priest Lake. 

In 2005 the USFS did renovations on a number of the Priest campgrounds, but they chose to not install 

shower facilities.  This decision was made because of maintenance costs.  Small repairs at the 

campgrounds are maintained by a concessionaire, but bigger tasks are left up to USFS.  There are very 

few shower facilities at USFS campgrounds in the region.  The penalty for washing dishes or bathing in 

the lake with soap is a $250 fine or a court appearance, but there is a lack of enforcement and all money 

made goes back to the federal reserve and is not available for local projects.  An informational brochure 

has been developed, but not distributed.  There is signage posted around the shoreline about the 

concerns with using soaps in the lake.    

Pay showers, solar showers, and traveling showers were discussed as possible answers that could 

provide income and have little to no maintenance.   Mike pointed out that maintenance goes beyond 

cleaning and includes repairs to pipes and hardware.  Mike said that about $2000 is available to each 

campground each year for all maintenance.  The concession permit is forest wide.  The cost of camping 

at these campgrounds is already $20 and they fear that an increase would not be acceptable to the 

public.  Mike pointed out that the USFS management area goes well beyond the lake and includes 

400,000 acres.  It was suggested that the fine be included in the brochures.  Mike agreed to send Erin a 

copy of all the outreach material developed and it was agreed that the conversation would continue in 

the future.  Erin was directed to write a letter to Idaho representatives to make them aware of the 

situation. 

Meeting adjourned at 3:05. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


