
 

 

Pend Oreille Basin Commission Meeting MINUTES  

March 20, 2011 from 10 am until 1 pm 

Panhandle Health District Conference Room, 322 Marion Street 

Commissioner’s present: Ford Elsaesser, Craig Hill, Brent Baker, Doug Conde, Rick Donaldson (USFWS 

proxy), Erin Mader (Coordinator) 

15 in audience 

10:15 am – Commence meeting 

Ford Elsaesser welcomed everyone to the meeting and explained that partial POBC funding from the 

state had been restored. 

Andy Dux (IDFG) gave update on the Pend Oreille Fishery. 

Lake trout (LKT) numbers consistently declining.  Andy showed a graph that displayed the LKT numbers 

increasing at a rate of 54.7% a year from 1999 until 2006 and then decreasing at a rate of 58.5% after 

2006.  The predator suppression effort was started in 2007 and is showing considerable effectiveness. 

Five to eight thousand rainbow trout (RBT) have been caught a year since the bounty has been put on 

them.  This steady number shows that the total number of RBT is not changing, but the size is changing.  

There are more small fish and less large RBT. 

Redd counts have remained steady for bull trout (BLT).  There were 1429 BLT caught as bycatch by 

netters and 399 mortalities in 2011. This is 10% of the total population.  There were 38 BLT heads turned 

in by anglers.  This is 3% of the total population.    These bycatch rates are considered negligible. 

Kokanee numbers have been on the rise since the inception of the predator suppression program in 

2007.  2011 brought very big kokanee numbers with 30,000 spawners counted.  The fry and 1 year age 

classes are strong.  The age 2 year class is still weak, and the age 3 and 4 age class is weak, but showing 

improvement.  IDFG predicts that in 2012 the shoreline spawners will continue to increase, but the 

hatchery numbers will be lower.   

Andy talked briefly about a few research projects on Pend Oreille.  There are 2 U of I studies on lake 

level influence on kokanee populations.  There is one U of I study on Mysis shrimp and zooplankton 

populations analyzing the most fitting fish stocking sites.  There is an ongoing study on RBT genetics.  

There will be population estimates done on RBT, LKT and BLT this year.  Andy also mentioned a study 

that involves pulling core samples from the lake to study the historic productivity of the lake.  He will 

present on these findings once the data is complete and analyzed. 

Andy concluded that LKT suppression is working well.  There is discussion of removing the RBT bounty in 

the next five year plan.  There is also discussion of reintroducing a limited fishery on kokanee in 2013.  

Netting will continue in the next five year plan, but will be evaluated again in the future. 



 

 

Chip Corsi (IDFG) talked about the development of the 2013-2018 IDFG fishery plan and current rule 

scoping. 

Chip began by discussing the history of the Priest Lake fishery.  During the last century there were big 

BLT, cutthroat (CTT), and kokanee fisheries with many anglers traveling to use this resource.  LKT were 

introduced in 1925 and Mysis in the 1960s.  The LKT boomed after Mysis allowed them to have a 

consistent forage base and began to knock down the other fish species numbers.  IDFG has tried to 

preserve the native fishery in the Upper Priest Lake by netting each year.  This practice is very effective, 

but each year equal numbers of LKT come up the thoroughfare.  IDFG is going to stop this practice 

because it is not sustainable.  IDFG evaluated some other options for keeping LKT out of the upper lake 

including a floating weir, an electrical weir, and strobe lights, but none of these options were found to 

be satisfactory. 

Chip made clear that LKT cannot exist while sustaining healthy populations of the other fish.  There is no 

way to stock our way out of LKT predation.  The LKT on Priest consists of mostly small LKT making for a 

good eating fishery, but not a trophy LKT fishery.  Chip listed the options that IDFG is considering for the 

2013-2018 plan.  The two options are discontinuing management in the upper lake and allow LKT to 

dominate both lakes or develop a plan and seek funding to decrease the LKT population similar to the 

project on Lake Pend Oreille.   

Chip discussed the change in fishing effort on Priest.  Fishing efforts boomed in the 1990s and crashed 

after the kokanee numbers decreased.  He pointed out that there are two major groups with opposing 

desires for the fishery including the LKT fishermen and the guiding service on the lake and the other 

group consisting of people who would like to see the return of a diverse fishery. 

The rule making process will follow this schedule: scoping from February until May, development of 

“proposed rule change” in June, F&G Commission votes on proposal in July, second round of public 

input in August and September, final IDFG recommendations and Commission votes in October and 

November, and rules will take effect in January. 

Chip Corsi gave a brief update on the Flexible Winter Pool Operations on Pend Oreille 

Chip stated that there have been two up and down fluctuations this winter and that the lake is now 

topping out around 2055’ after its third fill.  The level does not have to come back down by the end of 

March.  The low flows and low energy demands have resulted in little fluctuation.  There has still been 

no deal made between the state and BPA. 

Shannon Williamson gave a presentation on the proposed increase in coal train movement through 

northern Idaho. 

Shannon explained that there is increased demand for export of coal to Asia due to increasing 

populations, a booming economy, and the decreased use of coal in the U.S.  This increased demand is 

causing Peabody Energy and Arch Coal to propose shipping huge amounts of coal by train from 

Wyoming through Sandpoint on its way to ports out of Washington and Oregon.  Currently about five 



 

 

coal trains move through Sandpoint in a day, but with this increase in export there could be 50 to 66 

coal trains coming through per day.  There are numerous consequences of such a large number of coal 

trains passing along Lake Pend Oreille and through Sandpoint.  These consequences include: delayed 

emergency response, increased traffic at train crossings, increased train involved accidents, decreased 

tourism, damage to our climate from coal burning in Asia, health issues from coal dust coming off trains 

(1 pound per car per mile), increased noise pollution, and water quality threats including dust gathering 

in the water and possible derailment (coal carries an assortment of heavy metals in it).   

Shannon suggested that people should demand that the USACE [lead for the Environmental Impact 

Statement (EIS) because they oversee the port facilities] and the Washington State Department of 

Ecology include the areas the trains travel through in their EIS for building the export terminals.   

Clare Marley (Bonner County Planning) gave an overview of the proposed Watershed Protection 

Overlay District. 

In 2008 the Board asked the County to develop a surface water overlay.  In 2010 the draft overlay was 

presented to the Board.  There were a number of issues brought up about the overlay and Bonner 

County reshaped it for resubmittal recently.   

Clare explained that an overlay district lies over an existing district and could provide extra protections 

to the watershed if a water purveyor was interested in securing these protections.  She explained that 

there are some enforceable regulations such as feed lots and explosives manufacturing plants could not 

be built in the protected area.  Voluntary Best Management Practices (BMPs) are suggested for the 

overlay districts as well.     

Clare explained that the Bonner Property Rights Council (PRC) formed and went to work to develop 

recommendations for the overlay.  The PRC recently submitted its recommendation to deny passage of 

the ordinance to the Board in their support of the free market approach to managing water quality 

damages.  The Board agreed to host a public hearing on the issue before submitting their final decision 

on the ordinance.  The public hearing will be held at the end of April or the first of May. 

Clare explained that the existing Bonner County protections on surface water include a 40 foot setback 

for building next to the lake and a 75 foot setback for building next to flowing waters.  There is also a 

vegetative buffer requirement and an ordinance setting the maximum impervious surface coverage at 

15% to 35% next to the water.  This last ordinance is under scrutiny.   

Craig Hill led a short discussion on the lack of shower facilities at federal campgrounds on Priest Lake.   

Craig explained that there are no showers at any U.S. Forest Service (USFS) campgrounds on Priest Lake.  

There are about a dozen campgrounds some with more than 50 campsites that are packed all summer 

long.  There is running water and water treatment facilities at many of these campgrounds and a 

number of the bathrooms were upgraded this last summer without the addition of any shower facilities.  

The USFS has said that the maintenance of shower facilities is far too expensive to manage.  The 



 

 

Commission showed concern about how many people might be bathing in the lake using soap products 

which add nutrients to the lake. 

The Board briefly discussed this issue and decided to return to it at the next meeting after more 

information had been gathered and to write a letter to the USFS. 

Erin Mader (POBC Coordinator) gave an update on aquatic invasive species (AIS) in the Pend Oreille 

Basin. 

Two new invasive species were found in Ellisport Bay on Lake Pend Oreille in the last year.  They include 

Asian clams and Virilis crayfish.  There was one chemical treatment for Eurasian milfoil in the Ellisport 

Bay marinas in 2011.  Milfoil has been increasing, but the high flows last year led to limited chemical 

treatments.  Flowering rush is continuing to expand in the Pend Oreille system and there is still no 

effective treatment methods for the plant.  There will be a public flowering rush dig in City Beach on 

April 21st at 11 am.  The state funds for milfoil control are lessening and yet the plants are increasing.  

There is more and more public demand for treatment and there will most likely be an increase in 

landowners managing their own infestations.   

A plot of curly-leaf pondweed was found last year in Priest Lake.  Divers pulled and surveyed Priest Lake 

for Eurasian milfoil for 28 days last summer.  There were two chemical treatments on Priest in 2011 

including one in Priest Lake Marina and one in Bear Creek Bay.  Both treatments showed good 

effectiveness.   Divers will work on Priest again next summer, but hopefully there will be no need for a 

chemical treatment. 

The boat wash station program continued last summer and 25 boats were found with mussels on them 

in Idaho.  In 2012 some of the stations are opening earlier.  The Cedars station on I-90 opened in early 

February and has already found two infested boats.  The southern Idaho stations opened in early March 

and they had also have found two infested boats.  The CDA stations will open April 1st and the northern 

stations will open before Memorial Day. 

Craig moved to accept the 4/27/11 and 12/9/11 Minutes.  Brent seconded the motion.  They were 

approved.   

Ken Merrill brought a new topic to the attention of the POBC Board.  He reported on a Washington State 

Department of Ecology study that showed extremely high concentrations of PCBs in lake trout sampled 

from Upper Priest Lake.  Erin said she would look further into the study and report back to the 

Commission.   

Meeting adjourned at 12:45. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


